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general, although at the time they were only occupied in defeat-
ing certain particular exactions.

The two statutes upon which the greatest weight was justly
placed were the Confirmation of the Charters by Edward L,
Statutes an<^ anot:ner ^ct Passed in the reign of his grandson,
quoted. The Act of Edward I. declared, 'that for so much
as the more part of the Commonalty of the Realm find them-
selves sore grieved with the maltolt of wools, that is, to wit, a
toll of forty shillings for every sack of wool, and have made
petition to us to release the same; we at their request have
clearly released it, and have granted for us and our heirs that we
will not take such things without their common assent and
good-will, saving to us and our heirs the custom of wools,
skins, and leather granted by the Commonalty aforesaid.71
Bacon, and those who followed on the same side, urged that
this statute did not take away the original right of the Crown,
because the words, c such things ' were applicable only to the
wool mentioned at the beginning of the sentence. He was
answered by Hake will, who argued that if the words were
meant to apply to wool alone, it would have been absurd to
insert a clause saving the customs on skins and leather. The
other statute2 stated that the Commons having petitioned
against the duties which had lately been imposed upon lead,
tin, leather, and woolfells, the King prayed the Parliament to
grant him certain duties for a limited time, and promised that,
at the expiration of the term, he would only exact the old
custom on the wool and leather. Bacon argued, from the King's
silence regarding lead and tin, that the imposition upon these
articles was intended to continue. Fortunately, Hakewill was
able to quote from a later paragraph that ' the King hath pro-
mised not to charge, set, or assess upon the custom but in the
manner aforesaid.'

Even as an interpretation of the mere letter of the statute,
Bacon's view of the case is manifestly inferior to that of Hake-
will ; but if the Acts are read in the spirit of the times in which
they were drawn up, the superiority of the popular party be-

1  25 Ed. I. Confirm. Cart. cap. 7.

2  14 Ed. III. stat, i. cap. 21.